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can see examples of old-time 
musical instruments and even 
listen to samples of American 
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New Harmonies Exhibit Now Touring Mississippi 
 

New Harmonies: Celebrating American Roots 
Music, continues its year-long tour of 
Mississippi. It will wrap up its six-week run in 
Meridian on Saturday, April 28, and then 
move to New Albany where it will appear at 
the Union County Heritage Museum May 6 
through June 21. For details and a calendar 
listing all of the Mississippi stops for this 
exceptional exhibit examining the birth of 
roots music in America, please visit 
www.mshumanities.org or contact David 
Morgan at 601-432-6752 or 
david@mshumanities.state.ms.us.  
 
New Harmonies is part of the Smithsonian’s 
Museum on Main Street (MOMS) program. 
MOMS serves small- to medium-sized 
communities by bringing Smithsonian-quality 
exhibitions to local museums, historical 



societies, libraries and community centers that traditionally have limited access 
to traveling exhibitions due to space and cost limitations. Each exhibition 
consists of free-standing structures that contain interactive components and 
artifacts. In addition to the MOMS structures, each host community will add their 
own elements to their installation of the exhibit and produce a series of local 
programs related to the “New Harmonies” theme. 
 

MPB to Broadcast New Harmonies Kick-Off on May 3 
 
The live music event celebrating the national kick-off of New Harmonies: 
Celebrating American Roots Music will be broadcast by Mississippi Public 
Broadcasting from 8–9 p.m. Thursday, May 3. This program, which was 
broadcast live over Mississippi Public Broadcasting, was held in the Grand Opera 
House of the MSU Riley Center in Meridian, MS, Saturday, March 24. Performers 
included the Vernon Brothers (bluegrass), Cadillac John and Bill Abel (Delta 
blues), Bill Rogers and Chris Goertzen (old-time fiddling), Britt Gulley (as Jimmie 
Rodgers), and the Rust College A’Cappella Choir (gospel). ETV will rebroadcast 
the program each time the exhibit moves to a new location in the state with 
stops scheduled in New Albany, Vicksburg, Gulfport, Columbia and Clarksdale 
throughout the remainder of the year. 
 

MHC Hosts Summer Teachers’ Workshop Exploring Roots Music 
 
The Mississippi Humanities Council invites Mississippi educators to consider 
participating in an exciting summer workshop this coming June, titled “From the 
Birthplace of America’s Music: The Music and Musicians of Mississippi.” The 
workshop will explore the wonderful diversity of musical creativity that has 
flowed out of our state, including the genres of county, blues, jazz, gospel, 
classical, opera and hip-hop, along with other forms ranging from shape note 
singing to pop music. The goal of the workshop is to promote the understanding 
of Mississippi’s contributions to the world’s music, and then use that 
understanding to creatively teach Mississippi history to our students. Please visit 
www.mshumanities.org to view a workshop schedule and a workshop application 
form. 
 

MHC Gives $7,582 for Humanities Programming 
 
The Mississippi Humanities Council approved four Mini Grant projects in January 
for a total of $7,582. Mini-grant applications are reviewed bi-monthly. The 
approved projects span a variety of humanities disciplines. The successful 
proposals include: 



 
Oral History Project: Hurricane Katrina and South Mississippi Hispanic 
Immigrants. Sponsor: University of Southern Mississippi. Award: $2,000. 
Thirty first-generation Hispanic immigrants to the Mississippi Gulf Coast will 
be interviewed for oral history collections, examining their experiences 
before, during and after Hurricane Katrina. In addition to the recorded oral 
histories, information collected will be used to create an educational web site 
with pedagogical materials for use in grades 7-12. 
Moss Point Oral History Project. Sponsor: University of Southern Mississippi. 
Award: $1,972. Continuation of an oral history collection project begun in 
fall 2006 with African-American population in Moss Point, MS. 
New Harmonies Exhibit: Southern Cultural Heritage Foundation. Sponsor: 
Southern Cultural Heritage Foundation. Award: $2,000. Local exhibit will be 
created to complement the Smithsonian Institution traveling exhibition “New 
Harmonies: Celebrating American Roots Music” during its run in Vicksburg 
June 28-Aug. 9, 2007. 
The Blueberry Jubilee Storytelling Festival: Sponsor: Poplarville Storytellers 
Guild. Award: $1,610. Annual storytellers festival June 8-10, 2007. MHC 
funds will be used for storytelling performance at kick-off, for a storytelling 
“marathon” and for workshops. 

 
Residential Seminar Offered for History Professionals 
 
The American Association for State and Local History (AASLH) is accepting 
applications for the 48th Annual Seminar for Historical Administration (SHA) Oct. 
27-Nov. 17, 2007, in Indianapolis, IN. SHA is an intensive three-week program 
that employs case studies, workshops, forums and field trips to present and 
engage the best practices and ideas of history organization leadership and 
management. Visit www.aaslh.org/histadmin for an application and more 
information. 
 

Upcoming Humanities Events in Mississippi 
 

• April 27-28, 2007, Degas’ Dancers, Mississippi Gulf Coast Community 
College Jefferson Davis Fine Arts Auditorium, Gulfport, MS. A multi-media 
experience that celebrates the art, music and dance of Edgar Degas' time. 
School performances will take place Friday, April 27, at 9 a.m. and 11 
a.m. (contact Claudia Appel for school group reservations). A free 
community matinee performance will be held Saturday, April 29, at 2 
p.m. 



• May 7, 2007, Sharing the Legacy of the Founders of Prentiss Institute, 
Prentiss Institute Library, Prentiss, MS. The Prentiss Institute Centennial 
Committee will present a symposium in which the legacy of Jonas Edward 
and Bertha La Branche Johnson, founders of the Prentiss Institute, will be 
examined. Five panelists will explore the couple's contributions to 
education, public service, civil rights and economic development. 

• May 10-July 8, 2007, The Needle’s Song: The Folk Art of Ethel Wright 
Mohamed, Lauren Rogers Museum of Art, Laurel, MS. Museum exhibit 
presents a glimpse of the cultural influences that defined life in rural 
Mississippi in the late 19th and early 20th centuries. Through colorful 
stitched pictures, Ethel Wright Mohamed created an artistic history of her 
world, from shape-note singing to picking cotton. Exhibit will include 
approximately 30 crewel pictures, with five large drawings and numerous 
text panels. Various complementary events will include classroom 
activities for local schoolchildren, tours and on-site stitchery 
demonstrations. 

• May 18, 2007, Greyhound Speaker Series: Ovid S. Vickers, Greyhound Bus 
Station, Clarksdale, MS. One in a series of six speakers, Vickers will 
present "A Vision for Mississippi: Folklore as a Means of Bringing 
Together Mississippi's Diverse Cultures." 

• May 19, 2007, Down From the Hills Heritage Music and Folk Life Festival, 
Court Square, New Albany, MS. Annual heritage music and folk life 
festival, coinciding with Mississippi Humanities Council-sponsored "New 
Harmonies: Celebrating American Roots Music" traveling Smithsonian 
Institution exhibit. Festival will emphasize roots music with performances 
and dialogue of performers relating the influences of their music. 

 
For more information about Mississippi Humanities Council-sponsored 
events, please visit the Events Calendar on the Mississippi Humanities 
Council web site: www.mshumanities.org. 

 
Next MHC Grant Deadline is May 1, 2007 
 
May 1, 2007, is the next Mississippi Humanities Council grant application 
deadline for proposals up to $2,000. Application guidelines and forms are 
available at www.mshumanities.org. 
 

Mississippi Humanities Council Announces New Grant Deadlines 
 
The Mississippi Humanities Council has revised its deadlines for grant 
applications exceeding $2,000. Applications for Regular Grants will now be 



accepted September 15 and April 15 annually. Decisions will be announced 
November 15 and June 15. Visit www.mshumanities.org and click on 
“Downloads” to review and/or download grant guidelines and application forms. 
The deadlines for Mini-grants, less than $2,000, remain unchanged. 
 
Disclaimer 
The MHC is supported by Congress through the NEH and by the generosity of individual donors. The MHC 
does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, national origin, sex, disability, or age. Any views, findings, 
conclusions, or recommendations expressed in this newsletter do not necessarily represent those of the 
NEH. 
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