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2013 Public Humanities Awards Recipients Announced 

 

The Mississippi Humanities Council will honor the 2013 Public 

Humanities Awards recipients at a public ceremony and luncheon Friday, 

Marcy 22, 2013, at the Marriott Hotel in Jackson. The awards recognize 

outstanding contributions by Mississippians to the study and 

understanding of the humanities. Award recipients include: 

 

 Humanities Scholar Award – Dr. Marie Danforth, University of 

Southern Mississippi 

 Humanities Educator Award – Carla Falkner, Northeast 

Mississippi Community College 

 Humanities Partner Award – Richard deShazo, M.D., Mississippi 

Public Broadcasting and the University of Mississippi Medical 

Center and the "Southern Remedy Healthy Living Project" 

 Preserver of Mississippi Culture – Peggy Jeanes and the 

Mississippi Historical Society's "Mississippi History Now" 

interactive web-based history publication 

 Special Recognition Award – Dr. Judy Dalgo and Ocean Springs High School, "E.H. Keys High 

School Oral History Project" 

The 2013 Public Humanities 

Awards were created by mixed 

media fiber artist Diane Williams 

of Madison, MS. 
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 Special Recognition Award – Tito Lanier and Oak Park Elementary School, "Family Reading Bonds 

Project" 

 Humanities Teacher Award recipients from 30 Mississippi colleges and universities will also be 

honored. 

 

The 2013 Public Humanities Awards celebration marks the culmination of a year-long commemoration of 

the Mississippi Humanities Council's fourth decade of supporting programs and scholarship than enrich 

the lives of Mississippians. All Mississippians are invited to the awards luncheon, as well as a series of 

programs throughout the afternoon demonstrating how to create strong humanities programs with MHC 

grants and showcasing programming opportunities such as oral history collections, documentary films, 

storytelling and family literacy series. The day will conclude with a public reception at 4:00 p.m. featuring 

Mississippi-born singer-songwriter Kate Campbell performing. 

Join MHC March 22 for ‘Humanities at the Crossroads: A Mississippi Conversation’ 

The Mississippi Humanities Council will host a free, 

public forum entitled "Humanities at the 

Crossroads: A Mississippi Conversation” Friday, 

March 22, at the Marriott Hotel in downtown 

Jackson. 

National Endowment for the Humanities Chairman 

James Leach, Esther Mackintosh, president of the 

Federation of State Humanities Councils, and 

several other Mississippians in leadership positions 

in the humanities will discuss where academic and 

public humanities find themselves after four 

decades since the creation of the Endowment; how 

they interface and support each other; what their 

roles are regarding civic engagement, civic 

education and civil discourse, particularly as these 

themes affect public policy decisions and 

individual involvement; how the disciplines and 

processes of the humanities engage and enrich the 

scientific and technical fields; and in particular, 

what these missions and incentives signify in a time of decreased funding and political and other 

polarization in our society. 

This discussion ties in with a national one taking place throughout the country among state councils and 

with the support of the NEH and the Kettering Foundation, and reports of the Mississippi discussion will 

be available to them. The Mississippi Conversation will focus on our own state, with its own peculiar 

population, circumstances, history, culture and needs. 

The Council invites all Mississippians to participate in this conversation. “The humanities are for 

everyone.” 

  



Holly Springs Hosts Second ‘Behind the Big House Tour’ April 12-14 

Preserve Marshall County and Holly Springs, Inc. will host a second 

"Behind the Big House Tour" April 12-14, exploring and interpreting 

slave structures and their histories. The tours will take place during the 

annual Pilgrimage in Holly Springs. In addition to touring five of the 

town’s historic mansions, visitors will be allowed a rare look into the 

lives of Holly Springs’ slave population. Joseph McGill of The Slave 

Dwellings Project will provide historic interpretation during the tours, 

illustrating another side of antebellum life through these surviving 

structures. All quarters will be available to tour unguided during the 

entire Pilgrimage; to participate in a guided tour with McGill, please 

refer to the tour schedule at www.preservemarshallcounty.org. 

Roster of Humanities Programs for Overseas Americans Features Mississippi Storyteller 

 

The U.S. Center for Citizen Diplomacy has compiled 50 humanities programs on a wide variety of topics 

related to American life and culture authored by outstanding American humanities scholars. These 

American Voices in American Spaces programs are available upon request to 744 libraries and multi-

national centers in 122 countries throughout the world via the U.S. Department of State using the Internet 

and Skype technology. Among the programs offered is “Robert Johnson at the Crossroads.” In costume, 

Drs. Rebecca Jernigan and Wendy Garrison recount bluesman Johnson’s fateful encounter with the prince 

of darkness at the crossroads of the Mississippi Delta. They discuss the historical person Robert Johnson 

and share the role of blues as an indigenous musical genre that grew out of the challenges of life in 

Mississippi. 

 

“The AVAS project is designed to demonstrate how person-to-person interactive dialogue about American 

life and culture can take place electronically with people from throughout the world using cost efficient 

21st technology,” says Ann Olsen Schodde, president emeritus of the U.S. Center for Citizen Diplomacy. 

“The project was prompted by staff at the U.S. Department of State, who received reports from staff at 

American Spaces and U.S. Embassies that participants who use the resources of these Spaces around the 

world are interested in programs that would involve dialogue about American life with real Americans.” 

 

Drs. Jernigan and Garrison were referred to the AVAS project by the Mississippi Humanities Council. Both 

are currently members of the MHC Speakers Bureau. 

 

USM Hosts 11th Annual Powwow April 19-20 

American Indian powwows have become a tradition at the 

University of Southern Mississippi. Each year, Southeastern 

tribes gather in Hattiesburg for a lively blend of ceremonial 

dancing, social gathering and native artistry. The 11th annual 

powwow will continue the tradition of celebrating Native 

American cultures April 19-20 on the green space next to 

Cook Library at Southern Miss.  
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The 2013 powwow will begin at 10 a.m. Friday, April 19, with a "school day." Local school children will 

learn about the past, present and future southeastern American Indians with stories, crafts, activities and 

displays. Children will be invited to listen to stories, play stickball, watch social dances, make corn husk 

dolls and bear claw necklaces, learn about native plants and meet social and powwow dancers. Activities 

are organized for various age levels. Adults are also welcome.  

Activities continue through Saturday, April 20, concluding with a powwow at 10 p.m. For more information 

about the powwow visit the MHC website calendar or contact Greer at 601-466-0948.  

MHC Awarded “Bookshelf” on Muslim History, Culture 

 

The Mississippi Humanities Council, along with two libraries in Mississippi, 

has been awarded the Muslim Journeys Bookshelf, a collection of books, 

films and other resources that will introduce the American public to the 

complex history and culture of Muslims in the United States and around the 

world. 

Developed by the NEH and the American Library Association based on the 

advice of scholars, librarians and other public programming experts, the 

Muslim Journeys Bookshelf is intended to address both the need and desire 

of the American public for trustworthy and accessible resources about 

Muslim beliefs and practices and the cultural heritage associated with 

Islamic civilizations. Each participating library will receive 25 books, three 

films and access for one year to Oxford Islamic Studies Online.  

Columbus-Lowndes Public Library and the University of Southern Mississippi library also received the 

Muslim Journeys Bookshelf. All libraries and organizations that have received the Bookshelf are also 

eligible for public programming grant opportunities.  

Smithsonian Institution Traveling Exhibit Workshop Scheduled April 11-12 

 

Representatives from six Mississippi sites selected to host “The Way We Worked,” a traveling Smithsonian 

exhibit hosted by the Mississippi Humanities Council, will meet in Jackson April 11-12. This two-day 

conference will serve as an orientation to the exhibit, its themes and contents, as well as an overview of 

the Smithsonian’s Museum on Main Street Program. Host sites include the Mississippi Industrial Heritage 

Museum in Meridian, East Central Community College in Decatur, Co-Lin Community College in Wesson, 

the Sunflower County Library in Indianola, the Tunica Museum in Tunica, and the Union County Heritage 

Museum in New Albany. Space for this meeting has been graciously provided by PTK, the event taking 

place at PTKs International Headquarters in Jackson. 

Have You Seen Our Events Calendar?  

Did you know that our Calendar page is updated weekly with humanities events all over Mississippi? Even 

better, most events are free and open to the public! Travel to Oxford for the 20th Oxford Conference for 

the Book, join an interpretive tour of former slave quarters in Holly Springs, attend an American Indian 

powwow at the University of Southern Mississippi. Keep coming back to our Calendar page; there 

http://www.mshumanities.com/index.php/event/usm_to_host_11th_annual_southern_miss_powwow/
http://www.mshumanities.com/index.php/single/mhc_awarded_bookshelf_on_muslim_history_and_culture


will always be new events added each week for you to attend. Click this link to find a humanities program 

occurring in your community. 

Next MHC Grant Deadline April 15, 2013 

 

April 15, 2013, is the next MHC Mini-Grant application deadline for proposals up to $1,500. Application 

guidelines and forms are available at www.mshumanities.org. Mini-Grant deadlines are January 15, April 

15, July 15 and October 15 each year. Mini-Grant applications must be submitted a minimum of 8 weeks 

before the proposed program begins. 

 

April 15, 2013, is also the next MHC Regular Grant application deadline. Regular Grant proposals for 

amounts between $1,500 and $7,500 will be accepted in our office or postmarked by this date. 

Application guidelines and forms are available at www.mshumanities.org. Regular Grant deadlines are 

April 15 and September 15 each year. Regular Grant applications must be submitted a minimum of 12 

weeks before the proposed program begins. 

 

The Council invites grant proposals that address one or more of four focus areas: Books and Reading, 

Mississippi History and Culture, Civil Discourse and Capacity Building. 

 

MHC Welcomes Your Support 

 

Mississippi Humanities Council programs are engaging, inspiring and free of charge. Your gift makes a big 

difference to our mission of cultivating an understanding of our history and culture throughout the state. 

You help us enrich peoples’ lives through programs incorporating history, literature, music, politics, 

philosophy and other humanities-based disciplines that illuminate the human condition. Thanks to your 

support, we are able to serve all Mississippians: all ages, all geographic areas of the state, all walks of life. 

 

A small gift of $25 will purchase two books for children participating in the Mississippi Humanities 

Council’s Family Reading Bonds program. 

A larger gift of $250 will fund a lecture in a school classroom, local library or civic club, by a member of 

the Mississippi Humanities Council Speakers Bureau. 

A $2,500 contribution will underwrite a six-week Family Reading Bonds series, part of the Mississippi 

Humanities Council’s literacy program. 

A gift of any amount can support any one of our ongoing programs: 

 

 Oral History Projects 

 Lecture Series 

 Smithsonian Exhibits 

 Public Humanities Awards 

 

To donate online, visit http://www.mshumanities.org/Donor/Donations.asp. Or call 601-432-6752. 
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Disclaimer 

The MHC is supported by Congress through the National Endowment for the Humanities (NEH) and by the generosity of 

individual donors. The MHC does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, national origin, sex, disability or age. Any views, 

findings, conclusions or recommendations expressed in this publication do not necessarily represent those of the NEH. 
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