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Reminder!! 
President to Nominate Dr. William “Bro” Adams New NEH Chairman 

 

President Obama has announced his intent to nominate Dr. 

William “Bro” Adams as Chairman of the National 

Endowment for the Humanities. “Bro brings demonstrated 

leadership and decades of experience as an administrator 

at major universities and liberal arts institutions,” the 

president said. “His clear dedication and lifelong 

commitment to the humanities make him uniquely qualified 

to lead the nation’s cultural agency. I’m proud to nominate 

Bro as Chairman of the National Endowment for the 

Humanities and look forward to working with him in the 

months and years to come.” 

 

Dr. William “Bro” Adams is president of Colby College, a 

position he has held since 2000. Previously, he was 

president of Bucknell University from 1995 to 2000. Adams was vice president and secretary of Wesleyan 

University from 1993 to 1995, and was program coordinator of the Great Works in Western Culture 

program at Stanford University from 1986 to 1988. Earlier in his career, he held various teaching positions 

at Stanford University, Santa Clara University and the University of North Carolina. Adams served in the 

Vietnam War as a first lieutenant in the U.S. Army. In 1977, he became a Fulbright scholar and conducted 

research at the Ecole des Hautes Etudes and the Ecole Normale Superieure in Paris, France. Adams is a 

member of the board of directors of the Maine Film Center and the Maine Public Broadcasting Corporation. 

He received a B.A. from Colorado College and a Ph.D. from the University of California, Santa Cruz. 

 

http://www.mshumanities.org/
http://www.neh.gov/news/press-release/2014-04-10


 

 

NEH Launches New Initiative Focused on Military History and Experience 

 

The National Endowment for the Humanities has launched a new agency-wide initiative to encourage 

humanities programs that focus on the history, experience, or meaning of war and military service. 

Standing Together: The Humanities and the Experience of War recognizes the importance of the 

humanities in helping Americans to understand the experiences of service members as they return to 

civilian life. As part of Standing Together, NEH seeks grant proposals that explore war and its aftermath 

through advanced research in the humanities, public programs that promote discussion and 

understanding of the experiences of Americans affiliated with the armed services, whether active duty or 

veterans, and that have clear potential to involve the nation’s veterans and their families. Read more here. 

 

The Mississippi Humanities Council will receive a special Standing Together grant from the NEH to support 

veteran-related programs. Stay tuned for more details. 

 

Three Elected to Mississippi Humanities Council 

 

Mississippi Humanities Council Executive Director Dr. Stuart Rockoff announced the Council has elected 

three new members, Dr. Wilma Mosley Clopton of Jackson, J. Brad Pigott of Jackson and Scott Colom of 

Columbus. 

 

Dr. Wilma Mosely Clopton was born in Vicksburg and raised in Jackson. She moved 

away from Mississippi after high school to attend college, but came back to Jackson 

in 2004 after a long career to carry on the work of her mother, Dr. Jessie Mosely, to 

document and preserve the history of African Americans in Mississippi. She 

reorganized the Negro in Mississippi Historical Society, which was founded by her 

mother, and has created several documentaries about the black experience in our 

state. She has been a longtime partner of MHC, receiving several grants, and was 

bestowed a Humanities Educator Award from MHC in 2011. 

 

J. Brad Pigott is a Jackson attorney. Born and raised in Mississippi, he graduated 

from Duke University and received his law degree from the University of Virginia 

before coming back home to Jackson.  He was a partner at Watkins, Ludlum and 

Stennis, and later opened his own law firm. He served as U.S. Attorney during the 

1990s. He is passionate about education and was a longtime board member of 

Parents for Public Schools of Jackson. He runs his own afterschool program for at-

risk kids, and hosted a Mississippi Humanities Council-sponsored Family Reading 

Bonds program for them a few years ago. 

 

Scott Colom is a lawyer and judge in Columbus. After graduating with a B.A. in 

English and history from Millsaps College, he received a law degree from the 

University of Wisconsin. He came back to his home state as a prestigious Skadden 

Fellow and spent a year working at the Mississippi Center for Justice. He then 

returned home to Columbus to work with his father, the noted attorney Wilbur 

Colom. In 2012, he was appointed municipal court judge of Aberdeen and in 

2013, he was appointed city prosecutor for the city of Columbus, the first African 

American to hold this position. 

 

http://www.neh.gov/news/press-release/2014-04-02


 

 

NEH Funding to State Councils Restored to 2012 Levels 

 

The Mississippi Humanities Council has learned that federal funding for the coming year will be restored 

to 2012 levels. After a year of reduced funding with the sequester cuts, this will allow us to continue 

making grants and offering high quality cultural programming across the state. Our thanks to supporters 

for sharing their concern about cultural funding – and to our federal legislators for recognizing the 

significant impact of the MHC across Mississippi. As a result of the restored funding, the Council has 

increased its mini-grant maximum to $2,000.00. 

 

Muslim Journeys Discussion Series Continues May 8, June 12 and July 10 

 

The Mississippi Humanities Council began a second Muslim Journeys reading and discussion series in 

March at Galloway United Methodist Church in Jackson. 

 

The Council was awarded a Muslim Journeys “Bookshelf” – a collection of 

25 books, four DVDs and other programming resources selected to help 

public audiences in the United States become more familiar with the 

people, places, history, faith and cultures of Muslims around the world 

and within the U.S. – by the National Endowment for the Humanities and 

the American Library Association. The Council also received a $4,500 

grant from to host two five-part reading and discussion series using the 

Muslim Journeys Bookshelf. Participation is free and open to all. 

 

Discussions take place from 6 to 7:30 p.m. in the Foundery at Galloway 

United Methodist Church, Jackson. Participants must provide their own 

books, either borrowed from a library or purchased. Although helpful, 

reading each book is not required to participate in the discussions. 

 

The next discussions will be May 8 featuring The Columbia Source book of Muslims in the United States 

edited by Edward E. Curtis IV; June 12 featuring A Quiet Revolution: The Veil’s Resurgence, from the 

Middle East to America by Leila Ahme; and July 10 featuring The Butterfly Mosque by G. Willow Wilson. 

Humanities Calendar Offers Diverse Public Programs 

Our calendar page is updated weekly with humanities 

events all over Mississippi. Even better, most events are 

free and open to the public. Participate in an intertribal 

powwow April 17-19 in Petal, join the discussion at the 

Conscious Thought and Thought about Consciousness 

April 27-30 at the University of Mississippi. Delve into the 

history of war and its impact on societies at the final War 

and Society Roundtable Discussion of the season May 13 

at the Hattiesburg Public Library. Join a lively discussion 

on the histories, faith and cultures of Muslims in America 

at the next Muslim Journeys book discussion at Galloway 

United Methodist Church in Jackson. Keep coming back to 



 

 

our Calendar page; there will always be new events added each week for you to attend. Click this link to 

find details about these and other humanities programs occurring in your community. 

Next MHC Grant Deadline July 15, 2014 

 

July 15, 2014, is the next MHC mini-grant application deadline for proposals for amounts up to $2,000. 

Application guidelines and forms are available at www.mshumanities.org. Mini-Grant deadlines are 

January 15, April 15, July 15 and October15 each year. Mini-Grant applications must be submitted a 

minimum of 8 weeks before the proposed program begins. 

 

MHC Welcomes Your Support 

Mississippi Humanities Council programs are engaging, inspiring and free of charge. Your gift makes a big 

difference to our mission of cultivating an understanding of our history and culture throughout the state. 

You help us enrich peoples’ lives through programs incorporating history, literature, music, politics, 

philosophy and other humanities-based disciplines that illuminate the human condition. Thanks to your 

support, we are able to serve all Mississippians: all ages, all geographic areas of the state, all walks of life. 

 

A small gift of $25 will purchase two books for children participating in the Mississippi Humanities 

Council’s Family Reading Bonds program. 

A larger gift of $250 will fund a lecture in a school classroom, local library or civic club, by a member of 

the Mississippi Humanities Council Speakers Bureau. 

A $2,500 contribution will underwrite a six-week Family Reading Bonds series, part of the Mississippi 

Humanities Council’s literacy program. 

A gift of any amount can support any one of our ongoing programs: 

 

 Oral History Projects 

 Lecture Series 

 Smithsonian Exhibits 

 Public Humanities Awards 

 

To donate online, visit http://www.mshumanities.org/Donor/Donations.asp. Or call 601-432-6752. 

 

 
 

Disclaimer 

The MHC is supported by Congress through the National Endowment for the Humanities (NEH) and by the generosity of 

individual donors. The MHC does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, national origin, sex, disability or age. Any views, 

findings, conclusions or recommendations expressed in this publication do not necessarily represent those of the NEH. 
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