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Mississippi Humanities Council Announces Recipients of 2014 Humanities Awards 

 

The Mississippi Humanities Council is delighted to announce recipients for its 2014 Public Humanities 

Awards, which recognize outstanding contributions by Mississippians to the study and understanding of 

the humanities. These recipients will be honored at a public ceremony and banquet Friday, February 28, 

2014, at the Hilton Hotel in Jackson. This year’s award recipients are: 

 

Humanities Scholar Award 

Dr. Robert Luckett, Jackson, MS 

 

Humanities Educator Award 

William Arinder, Amory, MS 

 

Humanities Partner Award 

Oxford Conference for the Book 

University of Mississippi, Oxford, MS 

 

Preserver of Mississippi Culture 

Sam Brookes, Jackson, MS 

 

Special Recognition Award 

Tenn-Tom Moving Youth, Inc. 

Aberdeen, MS 

 

Public Humanities Achievement Award 

Dr. Barbara Carpenter, Amite City, LA 

 

http://www.mshumanities.org/


 

 

Twenty-nine recipients of the 2013 Humanities Teacher Awards, which pay tribute to outstanding faculty 

in traditional humanities fields, will also be honored at the banquet. 

 

The Council invites all Mississippians to join them at their 2014 Public Humanities Awards Banquet 

February 28 at the Hilton Hotel in Jackson. A silent auction featuring Mississippi Miscellany will proceed 

the banquet at 6 p.m., with dinner beginning at 7 p.m. Tickets for the Mississippi Humanities Council 

Public Humanities Awards ceremony and banquet are $45 each or $340 for a table of eight and may be 

purchased by sending a check to the Mississippi Humanities Council, 3825 Ridgewood Road, Room 317, 

Jackson, MS 39211. Information about the awards and the banquet is available at www.mshumanities.org 

or 601-432-6752. 

 

Please visit our website for the full story and banquet registration information. 

 

The Way We Worked Tour Rolls On 

 

After successful runs in Meridian at the Mississippi Industrial Heritage Museum and Indianola at the Henry 

M. Seymour Public Library, the Mississippi Humanities Council-sponsored Smithsonian Traveling Exhibit 

The Way We Worked has now entered 

the New Year, opening at the Union 

County Heritage Museum in New Albany 

January 12. The opening included a 

museum packed with patrons serenaded 

by The Cake Walkers, performing 

traditional work song, while outside a 

young blacksmith demonstrated his 

talents. Back inside, an extensive exhibit 

of local work-related photographs was 

on display and served as a major center 

of attention and an audio booth was 

available for recording work-related oral 

histories. Additional lectures and 

demonstrations are planned for the next 

several weeks where the exhibit is on 

display through February 18 before moving along to its next stop: East Central Community College in 

Decatur. For more information contact The Union County Heritage Museum at 662-538-0014 

(www.ucheritagemuseum.com). 

 

Muslim Journeys Discussion Series to Resume in February 2014 

 

The Mississippi Humanities Council will resume its Muslim Journeys reading and discussion series in 

February 2014 with two final discussions before launching a second series in March 2014. 

 

The Council was awarded a Muslim Journeys “Bookshelf” – a collection of 25 books, four DVDs and other 

programming resources selected to help public audiences in the United States become more familiar with 
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the people, places, history, faith and cultures of Muslims around the world 

and within the U.S. – by the National Endowment for the Humanities and the 

American Library Association. The Council also received a $4,500 grant 

from to host two five-part reading and discussion series using the Muslim 

Journeys Bookshelf. Participation is free and open to all. 

 

Discussions take place from 6 to 7:30 p.m. at the Margaret Walker Center, 

located in historic Ayer Hall on the campus of Jackson State University. 

Participants must provide their own books, either borrowed from a library 

or purchased. 

 

The final discussions will be Feb. 13, 2014, featuring A Quiet Revolution: 

The Veil’s Resurgence, from the Middle East to America by Leila Ahme and 

March 6, 2014, featuring The Butterfly Mosque by G. Willow Wilson. 

 

 

 



 

 

Family Literacy Project Enters 2014 

 

Following a highly successful Family Reading Bonds program at Tenn-Tom Moving Youth, Inc. in Aberdeen 

(for which this organization will be receiving a Special Recognition Award at the 2014 Public Humanities 

Awards Banquet in Jackson Feb. 28) and a bi-lingual Spanish-English Luciérnagas Family Reading Program 

in Horn Lake in the fall of 2013, the MHC’s Family Literacy Project launches its 2014 season with a 

program at Brown Elementary School in Jackson, in conjunction with Central United Methodist Church, 

beginning Jan. 28 and another in Biloxi hosted by the Ohr-O’Keefe Museum in Ocean Springs, in 

conjunction with the Biloxi City School District, starting Feb. 13. Discussions are under way with the 

Canton Public Library and the M.R. Dye Library in Horn Lake for hosting Luciérnagas programs later in the 

year. 

GIVE Award Nominations Invited 

Each year, Volunteer Mississippi, in cooperation with the Office of the Governor, honors the 

accomplishments of Mississippians who have given exemplary volunteer service to their communities. The 

public is invited to nominate volunteers for a prestigious Governor's Initiative for Volunteer Excellence 

(GIVE) Award. GIVE Award recipients are presented with a beautiful award while their inspiring stories are 

shared at an event held especially for them in our capital city April 14. The deadline for nominations is 5 

p.m. February 26. Sponsorship opportunities and advance tickets available. The 2014 GIVE Awards 

Nomination Form is available online here. Questions? Call or email Krista Estes at 601.432.6306 or 

krista@volunteermississippi.org. 

Have You Seen Our Events Calendar?  

Did you know our Calendar page is updated weekly with humanities events all 

over Mississippi? Even better, most events are free and open to the public! 

Delve into the lasting impacts of Brown v. Board of Education case 60 years 

later at the 2014 Natchez Literary and Cinema Celebration. Explore the 

mystery/horror-writing genre at Using Place as Text to Explore the Culture 

and History of the Mississippi Delta, hosted by Delta State University. Learn 

about the life and the legacy of Emilie Blackmore Stapp (1876-1962), an 

American children's author and philanthropist who created the first lending 

library in Wiggins, MS. Keep coming back to our Calendar page; there 

will always be new events added each week for you to attend. Click this link to 

find details about these and other humanities programs occurring in your 

community. 

Next MHC Grant Deadline April 15, 2014 

 

April 15, 2014, is the next MHC mini-grant application deadline for proposals for amounts up to $1,500. 

Application guidelines and forms are available at www.mshumanities.org. Mini-Grant deadlines are 

January 15, April 15, July 15 and October15 each year. Mini-Grant applications must be submitted a 

minimum of 8 weeks before the proposed program begins. 

 

April 15, 2014, is also the next MHC Regular Grant application deadline for proposals up to $7,500. 

Application guidelines and forms are available at www.mshumanities.org. Regular Grant deadlines are 
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April 15 and September 15 each year. Regular Grant applications must be submitted a minimum of 12 

weeks before the proposed program begins. 

 

The Council invites grant proposals that address one or more of four focus areas: Books and Reading, 

Mississippi History and Culture, Civil Discourse and Capacity Building. 

NEH Summer Programs in the Humanities for School and College Educators 

Each year, the National Endowment for the Humanities offers tuition-free 

opportunities for school, college and university educators to study a variety of 

humanities topics, from Beyond the Trail of Tears: A View from the Cherokee 

Homeland to Punishment, Politics and Culture and many more. Stipends of 

$1,200-$3,900 help cover expenses for these one- to five-week programs. 

Additionally, the NEH is accepting applications to direct summer programs in 

2015. More information about directing programs for summer 2015, as well as 

applications for summer 2014, can be found on the NEH website. 

MHC Welcomes Your Support 

Mississippi Humanities Council programs are engaging, inspiring and free of charge. Your gift makes a big 

difference to our mission of cultivating an understanding of our history and culture throughout the state. 

You help us enrich peoples’ lives through programs incorporating history, literature, music, politics, 

philosophy and other humanities-based disciplines that illuminate the human condition. Thanks to your 

support, we are able to serve all Mississippians: all ages, all geographic areas of the state, all walks of life. 

 

A small gift of $25 will purchase two books for children participating in the Mississippi Humanities 

Council’s Family Reading Bonds program. 

A larger gift of $250 will fund a lecture in a school classroom, local library or civic club, by a member of 

the Mississippi Humanities Council Speakers Bureau. 

A $2,500 contribution will underwrite a six-week Family Reading Bonds series, part of the Mississippi 

Humanities Council’s literacy program. 

A gift of any amount can support any one of our ongoing programs: 

 

 Oral History Projects 

 Lecture Series 

 Smithsonian Exhibits 

 Public Humanities Awards 

 

To donate online, visit http://www.mshumanities.org/Donor/Donations.asp. Or call 601-432-6752. 
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Disclaimer 

The MHC is supported by Congress through the National Endowment for the Humanities (NEH) and by the generosity of 

individual donors. The MHC does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, national origin, sex, disability or age. Any views, 

findings, conclusions or recommendations expressed in this publication do not necessarily represent those of the NEH. 
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