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Director’s Message: Passing Down Our History and Culture 

 

Last month, our board held its summer retreat at the Pearl River Resort on 

the Choctaw Reservation. During our opening dinner, Martha Spencer of 

the Choctaw Heritage Center spoke to us about the tribe’s efforts to 

preserve and pass down its traditions. There is an entire bureau of the 

tribe, the Department of Chahta Immi, dedicated to promoting and 

enhancing the cultural heritage of the Choctaw People. The department 

works to preserve and teach the Choctaw language, maintains an archive 

of records and documents related to the history and culture of the 

Mississippi Choctaw, and celebrates and encourages traditional crafts, 

foodways, dancing, and music. 

 

Later in the week, we toured the new Choctaw Cultural Center, which 

offers a detailed history of the Mississippi Band of Choctaws and rich descriptions of their cultural 

traditions, from basket weaving and pottery making to stickball. Our tour guide was a 16-year-old 

Choctaw woman, who enthusiastically recounted the history of the tribe. Her knowledge and passion for 

Choctaw culture was a clear sign that the tribe’s efforts to pass down its traditions have been successful. 

Another indication is the fact that the Mississippi Band of Choctaws has been growing in population.   

 

My experience at the Choctaw Heritage Center got me thinking about our own American culture and 

history, and the challenges we face in educating our fellow citizens about this precious legacy. Every year 

or so, another study comes out revealing the depth of Americans’ historical ignorance. Usually they 

compare people’s knowledge of a historical or government figure with someone from popular culture; how 
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more people know who Judge Judy is than Chief Justice John Roberts. As a constitutional republic that 

relies on informed citizens, America suffers from such civic and historical ignorance.  

 

For the Choctaws, maintaining their history and traditions is a matter of life and death – if they are not 

preserved, the Choctaw nation will cease to 

exist as a distinct people. The same is not 

true for us Americans. Indeed, American 

culture is an amalgam of many different 

traditions, and different people have 

varying ideas of what constitutes our 

heritage. We know this especially in 

Mississippi, where people have very different understandings of our history and even our flag. In today’s 

hyper-partisan political atmosphere, how can we pass down our history if we can’t agree on its meaning 

or even basic facts? 

 

Certainly, it’s much easier to pass down traditions and history on a small reservation than in an entire 

state, let alone an entire country. Yet I think we can take inspiration from the efforts of the Choctaw. 

Throughout its 42 years, the Mississippi Humanities Council has worked to interpret and teach our history 

and culture to citizens of all ages. Whether it be a Smithsonian exhibit visiting a rural community, a 

speaker’s bureau presentation to a group of school children about the music of the Civil War, a panel 

discussion about the Civil Rights Movement, or a weekly radio broadcast that brings the voices of 

Mississippi’s past to a statewide audience, the Council is engaged in the challenging work of building an 

informed and engaged citizenry. While achieving this grandiose goal may be beyond the capacity of our 

small organization alone, we must not use this as an excuse not to do the work. Instead, we will continue 

to partner with like-minded organizations and individuals to help transform our state. If you would like to 

help us in this crucial mission, I encourage you to support the MHC. 

 

 

Take Note: Changes Announced in MHC Grants Programs, Forms 

 

The Mississippi Humanities Council’s grants program has undergone several changes. While the types of 

projects the Council funds remains unchanged, new forms and application requirements are being 

introduced. Key changes include: 

 

 Proposals may now be submitted via email as PDF files. 

 Proposals must be emailed or delivered to the MHC office (in person or via the mail) by 5 p.m. on 

deadline dates. The Council will no longer accept applications postmarked by the published 

deadline dates. 

 Deadlines for Regular Grants will now be May 1 and Sept. 15 (formerly, the deadlines were April 

15 and Sept. 15). 

 Applicants must consult with MHC’s executive director or assistant director regarding project 

viability before submitting an application. 

 

Applications should always be made on forms downloaded from the MHC website, since the forms are 

updated periodically.  

 

In today’s hyper-partisan political atmosphere, how 

can we pass down our history if we can’t agree on its 

meaning or even basic facts? 
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The MHC grants program seek to fund projects that stimulate meaningful community dialogue, attract 

diverse audiences, are participatory and engaging and apply the humanities to our everyday lives. Grants 

may be used to support public humanities programs, exhibits, the planning of larger projects, and the 

development of original productions in film, television, radio or online resources. The MHC also offers 

special grants to support oral history projects around the state. 

 

Minigrant deadlines (up to $2,000.00) deadlines are January 15, April 15, July 15 and October 15. 

 

Regular grant deadlines ($2,001.00-$7,500.00) deadlines are May 1 and September 15. 

 

Delta National Heritage Area Designation Becomes Official 

 

(Excerpted from clarksdaleinfo.com) – In a historic moment for the 

region, The Mississippi Delta National Heritage Area was officially 

designated last week when the Secretary of the Interior signed off on 

the Management Plan created by the Area’s Governing Board. 

 

“This endorsement of the Management Plan by the National Park 

Service marks the culmination of decade-long effort by many 

individuals and organizations,” said Dr. John Hilpert, the governor’s 

appointee and chairman of the board governing the Heritage Area. “Of 

course, the approval also means that our National Heritage Area is 

ready to launch all aspects of its mission to and for the citizens and 

economy of the Mississippi Delta.” 

 

The Mississippi Delta National Heritage Area was authorized under 

federal law in 2009, with strong support by Congressman Bennie 

Thompson and Senators Thad Cochran and Roger Wicker. Like other 

National Heritage Areas, it is a legal partnership between a defined geographic region and the National 

Park Service. In the Delta’s case, it is all of the 18 Counties that include the alluvial floodplain of the Yazoo 

and Mississippi Rivers. The partnership is designed to promote the Delta’s heritage in ways that benefit its 

people, both by spreading information about history and culture, and by stimulating economic 

development based primarily on heritage tourism. 

 

The Mississippi Humanities Council has played an active role in advising the development of the 

Mississippi Delta National Heritage Area Management Plan. MHC former board member Dr. Luther Brown, 

who recently retired as director of Delta State University's Delta Center for Culture and Learning, led the 

process of developing the Management Plan. 

 

The full announcement may be read here. 

 

MHC Receives Mississippi Arts Commission Grant 

 

The Mississippi Humanities Council received a $2,640 grant from the Mississippi Arts Commission to help 

fund storytellers for the MHC’s Family Literacy Project.  
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The Mississippi Humanities Council supports two family-based reading programs for literacy-challenged 

adult readers and their lower elementary school age children. Considering the central role that the ability 

to read plays in any programming or even basic understanding of the humanities, the Council has 

developed reading programs that use the family unit to instill a love of reading, promote an interest in the 

public library, and most important, encourage families to read books and talk about ideas together. 

 

Children age 6-10 and their parents are recruited to participate for eight weeks, meeting with a storyteller 

and humanities scholar/discussion leader at the local public library to experience and discuss great works 

of children’s literature. As the program has grown, the number of non-English speaking families in 

Mississippi, most notably the Spanish-speaking population, has increased. To address this situation, the 

Council instituted the Luciérnagas Family Reading Program, a dual-language, Spanish-English version of 

the Family Reading Bonds program. For more information, please visit www.mshumanities.org. 

MHC Board Member Awarded Artist Fellowship 

Wilma E. Mosley Clopton, Ph.D. of NMHS Unlimited Film Productions of 

Jackson has been awarded a Mississippi Arts Commission’s Artist 

Fellowship. MAC's Artist Fellowship program is focused on honoring 

Mississippi artists who demonstrate the ability to create exemplary work in 

their chosen field. The Artist Fellowship program is highly competitive - 

only a small number of the total applicants each year receive an award. 

This grant is a portion of the $1.34 million in grants MAC has awarded in 

2014-2015 and will be used to support Dr. Clopton’s professional 

development as an artist and the creation of new work. The grants are 

made possible by continued funding from the Mississippi State Legislature 

and the National Endowment for the Arts. 

Dr. Clopton has recently joined the board of the Mississippi Humanities 

Council. Prior to joining the Council, she received several MHC grants to 

support public projects related to her documentary film work, served on 

the MHC Speakers Bureau and evaluated grant-funded programs for the Council. 

NMHS Unlimited Film Productions is a non-profit 501(c)(3) film production company led by Dr. Wilma E. 

Mosley Clopton. NMHS specializes in documentaries about Mississippi history with the goal of educating 

the young and young at heart about the diverse rich history of Mississippi. Dr. Clopton began her film 

career in 2009 and has produced 10 documentaries, four publications and one play focused on the 

contributions of African Americans in the state of Mississippi. Several of the pieces are used in schools as 

part of their curriculum. “I am still trying to wrap my mind around the fact that I received a Mississippi Arts  

Commission Media Arts Fellowship,” said Dr. Clopton. “What an honor and recognition for my work! I love 

telling the untold stories and important roles of African Americans in Mississippi history. This recognition 

and funding allows me to continue to do the work I truly enjoy.” 
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The Humanities in Mississippi Lose Two Leaders 

 

Dr. Ted J. Alexander, a past chair of the Mississippi Humanities Council and one of 

the state’s longtime leading educators, business development leader and 

philanthropist, died in Hattiesburg, MS, July 2, 2014, after a brief illness. 

 

At the time of his death, Dr. Alexander was serving as the first president and chief 

executive officer of the Lower Pearl River Valley Foundation, based in Picayune. He 

had completed a 14-year tenure as president of the Pearl River Community College 

before assuming the Foundation appointment in 2000. 

 

As a lifelong advocate of the arts and cultural education, Dr. Alexander chaired the Mississippi Humanities 

Council and served as the state’s lay delegate to the White House Conference on Library and Information 

Services in both 1979 and 1991. His full obituary may be read here. 

 

Rosia Wade Crisler, a former board member and active scholar with the Mississippi 

Humanities Council, died April 27, 2014, in Jackson, MS. A retired distinguished 

educator in English, French and theatrical productions, motivational speaker, 

multicultural storyteller, writer, director and producer, Crisler received numerous 

honors and awards for her work in the humanities. 

 

Crisler served more than 40 years as a classroom teacher at both secondary and 

postsecondary levels. She taught French, English and Literature. She spent the last 

years of her career at Hinds Community College, retiring in 2010. Her civic work was 

extensive, including to help found the National Coalition of 100 Black Women-Central Mississippi Chapter, 

serving as president of the Mary Church Terrell Literary Club and serving on the board of the Margaret 

Walker National Research Center. Her full obituary may be read here. 

 

Dr. William "Bro" Adams Confirmed Chair of the NEH 

The United States Senate has voted to confirm William D. “Bro” 

Adams as the 10th chairman of the National Endowment for the 

Humanities (NEH). 

Founded in 1965, the National Endowment for the Humanities is an 

independent grant-making institution of the United States 

government dedicated to supporting research, education, 

preservation, and public programs in the humanities. 

Adams, president of Colby College in Waterville, Maine from 2000 

until his retirement on June 30, 2014, is a committed advocate for 

liberal arts education and brings to the Endowment a long record 

of leadership in higher education and the humanities. 

A native of Birmingham, Michigan, and son of an auto industry executive, Adams earned his 

undergraduate degree in philosophy at Colorado College and a Ph.D. from the University of California at 

Santa Cruz History of Consciousness Program. His formal education was interrupted by three years of 
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service in the Army, including one year in Vietnam. He studied in France as a Fulbright Scholar before 

beginning his career in higher education with appointments to teach political philosophy at Santa Clara 

University in California and the University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill. He went on to coordinate the 

Great Works in Western Culture program at Stanford University and to serve as vice president and 

Secretary of Wesleyan University. He became president of Bucknell University in 1995 and president of 

Colby College in 2000. 

Humanities Calendar Offers Diverse Public Programs 

Our calendar page is updated weekly with humanities events all over 

Mississippi. Even better, most events are free and open to the public. 

Consider “Art as an Agent of Social Change” at a Freedom Summer 50th 

Anniversary lecture at the Mississippi Museum of Art July 23. Study the life 

and times of Theodore Roosevelt with the Hattiesburg Public Library at public 

programs ranging from book discussions, scholarly presentations and 

historical reconstruction throughout September, October and November. 

Hear master storyteller Charlotte Blake Alston explore cultural rhythmic 

influences and the application of rhythm, music and song in stories and 

storytelling at a free public workshop entitled Rhythm This and Melody That 

Keep Sept. 27 in Columbus. And keep coming back to our Calendar page; 

there will always be new events added each week for you to attend. Click this 

link to find details about these and other humanities programs occurring in 

your community. 

Next MHC Grant Deadline Sept. 15, 2014 

 

Sept. 15, 2014, is the deadline for MHC regular grant proposals for amounts between $2,000 and $7,500. 

Application guidelines and forms are available on the MHC website. Regular grant deadlines are May 1 and 

Sept. 15 each year. Proposals must be delivered to the MHC offices by 5:00 p.m. on these dates. Programs 

and expenditures may not occur fewer than ten weeks after the deadline date you selected. 

 

Please note that several updates have been made to the Mississippi Humanities Council Grant Guidelines 

and to the grant application forms. It is essential that applicants use current forms, available on the MHC 

website. 

 

Oct. 15, 2014, is the next deadline for MHC mini grant proposals for amounts up to $2,000. Mini grant 

deadlines are Jan. 15, April 15, July 15 and Oct. 15 each year. Proposals must be delivered to the MHC 

offices by 5:00 p.m. on these dates. Programs and expenditures may not occur fewer than eight weeks 

after the deadline date you selected. 

 

MHC Welcomes Your Support 

Mississippi Humanities Council programs are engaging, inspiring and free of charge. Your gift makes a big 

difference to our mission of cultivating an understanding of our history and culture throughout the state. 

You help us enrich peoples’ lives through programs incorporating history, literature, music, politics, 

philosophy and other humanities-based disciplines that illuminate the human condition. Thanks to your 

support, we are able to serve all Mississippians: all ages, all geographic areas of the state, all walks of life. 
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A small gift of $25 will purchase two books for children participating in the Mississippi Humanities 

Council’s Family Reading Bonds program. 

A larger gift of $250 will fund a lecture in a school classroom, local library or civic club, by a member of 

the Mississippi Humanities Council Speakers Bureau. 

A $2,500 contribution will underwrite a six-week Family Reading Bonds series, part of the Mississippi 

Humanities Council’s literacy program. 

A gift of any amount can support any one of our ongoing programs: 

 

 Oral History Projects 

 Lecture Series 

 Smithsonian Exhibits 

 Public Humanities Awards 

 

To donate online, visit http://www.mshumanities.org/Donor/Donations.asp. Or call 601-432-6752. 

 

 
 

Disclaimer 

The MHC is supported by Congress through the National Endowment for the Humanities (NEH) and by the generosity of 

individual donors. The MHC does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, national origin, sex, disability or age. Any views, 

findings, conclusions or recommendations expressed in this publication do not necessarily represent those of the NEH. 
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