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Director’s Message: Picturing Mississippi and the MHC 

 

In the next few weeks, most of you should be receiving our year-end 

fundraising mailing. If you don’t, let us know – we’ll be happy to send you 

one! After using our last two fundraising pieces to highlight the 

quantitative and then qualitative impact of our work, we decided to go 

with a simpler design this time: a card with a striking cover image and a 

short message inside about the MHC and our plans for 2015. 

 

Sounds easy enough, but we agonized over the image. As a historian, my 

natural predilection is to use an old photo that symbolically captures our 

state and the work of the Council. But Mississippi’s history is so 

complicated and contested that choosing a picture was a real challenge. 

Over the years, the Council has always avoided freighted images and 

symbols that might alienate some of our 

constituents: no cotton fields, magnolia 

trees or our state flag. As I browsed 

through many striking images produced by 

the Farm Security Administration during the 

1930s, most of them we just couldn’t use. 

Sharecropper shacks, men and women 

picking cotton in the fields, a group of white men sitting outside of a country store, African-Americans 

dancing joyously in a juke joint while a white police officer looks on stoically - all of these images reflect 

 

The MHC has always been focused on building a 

better Mississippi, and over the last few weeks we 

have wrestled with the issue of whether these images 

of our past can reflect our aspirations for the future. 
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an era of white supremacy that we still haven’t come to terms with. The MHC has always been focused on 

building a better Mississippi, and over the last few weeks we have wrestled with the issue of whether these 

images of our past can reflect our aspirations for the future. 

 

And then I found it. A simple image of two young girls, one white and one black, holding a cantaloupe 

together. The picture comes from a cooperative farm in Hillhouse, Mississippi, established by 

sharecroppers who had been kicked off their land in the wake of the Agricultural Adjustment Act. In 1936, 

Dorthea Lange, a photographer hired by the Farm Security Administration to travel the country 

documenting the Great Depression and the New Deal, visited the settlement and took the picture. As we 

discussed whether to use this compelling image, some were uncomfortable with the poverty of the 

subjects, fearing that the image would reinforce outsider’s stereotypes about Mississippians. Some even 

raised concerns about the cantaloupe – is it too similar to a watermelon, an image that has been 

historically used to present racist and demeaning depictions of African-Americans. In Mississippi, a simple 

image of friendship and sharing is never so simple. 

 

In the end, I decided to use the image, and to talk (or write) about it. The Council has always worked to 

foster such dialogue, to address tough issues. Instead of hiding behind euphemisms, we need to talk 

about our difficult history – and to see flickers of hope amidst a period of racial oppression. Here is one 

such flicker: in the depths of the Depression, poor farmers, black and white, came together in Hillhouse, 

pooling their abilities and resources, to work and feed their families. For me, the image is so compelling 

that it rises above its historical context to say something important not just about where we’ve been, but 

where we might go. And it hints at the role the humanities can play in this journey. Ultimately, it’s the 

symbolism of the image that struck me. I hope it strikes you too. 

 

Of course, you don’t have to wait to receive the card to donate to the MHC. Just click here. If you do, we 

promise to still send you the card with this remarkable image! 

 

MHC Announces Dates, Changes for Annual Awards Dinner 

 

The Mississippi Humanities Council’s annual awards dinner is 

set to be held February 13, 2015 at the Old Capitol Museum 

in Jackson. With a new, exciting layout and lots of deserving 

awards recipients to honor, it is sure to be a great evening, 

full of the most compelling humanities work being currently 

being done in the state. 

 

The layout for this year’s awards program will be 

considerably different from past MHC awards dinners.  

Instead of the traditional banquet-style dinner, this year’s 

program will feature a cocktail reception in the Old Capitol Museum’s Chancery Court Room followed by a 

seated awards program in the House of Representatives Chamber. 

 

The fundraising event will serve as a way to publically recognize the Humanities Council’s award 

recipients, including 31 Humanities Teacher Awardees selected from each of the state’s colleges and 

universities, as well as its Humanities Achievement Award recipients. These awards include the Humanities 

Scholar Award, the Humanities Partner Award and the Preserver of Mississippi Culture Award. 
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In addition to the Humanities Teacher Awards and the Humanities Achievement Awards, the Mississippi 

Humanities Council will honor its first Cora Norman Award recipient at the awards dinner. Named in honor 

of the Mississippi Humanities Council’s founding director, the Cora Norman Award serves to honor an 

individual who has shown lifetime support of and dedication to the public humanities in Mississippi. Dr. 

Estus Smith, former Vice President and Chief Operating Officer of the Kettering Foundation and one of the 

founders of the MHC, will be the award’s first recipient. 

 

Stay tuned for details on when to purchase tickets for the event, as space will be limited. 

 

MHC Minigrants Now Have a Rolling Deadline 

 

As of this month, Mississippi Humanities Council minigrants (up to $2000) now have a rolling deadline. 

Minigrant applications will be accepted anytime provided it is at least eight weeks before the planned 

program. Our regular grant (over $2000) deadlines will remain the same: May 1 and September 15. As 

always, be sure to speak with MHC staff about your project before you apply for a grant. 

 

Please note that several updates have been made to the Mississippi Humanities Council Grant Guidelines 

and to the grant application forms. It is essential that applicants use current forms, available on the MHC 

website. 

 

MHC Grant Brings Civil War Historians to the Delta  

 

The last few years have brought a significant number of historical 

anniversaries, especially relating to the Civil War and the Civil Rights 

Movement. The Mississippi Humanities Council has funded several 

programs commemorating these watershed events. One of these, the 

Civil War Sesquicentennial Lecture Series organized by Delta State 

University, has brought some of the state’s leading Civil War historians 

to speak at the historic Cutrer Mansion in Clarksdale. The series began 

in September with Susan O’Donovan of Memphis University, one of the 

world’s foremost experts on the Freedman’s Bureau. 

 

Earlier this month, John Marszalek, professor emeritus at Mississippi 

State University and director of the Ulysses S. Grant Presidential Library, 

spoke about President Abraham Lincoln and the military. Marszalek 

presented the fascinating argument that it was precisely Lincoln’s 

relative lack of military experience that enabled him to excel as commander in chief since he brought a 

fresh perspective that challenged the conventional wisdom of most American generals at the time. After 

his lecture, Marszalek drew on his long career as a teacher and scholar to wow the audience with his 

exhaustive answers to numerous questions related to the Civil War. It was a perfect example of the sort of 

programs the Mississippi Humanities Council loves to support: bringing one of the country’s leading 

scholars to speak to a general audience about crucial events in our nation’s history. 

Congratulations to Chuck Westmoreland, assistant professor of history at Delta State, and Jen Waller, 

director of the Coahoma Country Education Center, for organizing the series. The next programs will be 

February 29, 2015, with Dr. Bill Boyd of the University of Mississippi speaking about the experience of 

African-Americans during the war, and April 9, 2015, with Anne Marshall of Mississippi State speaking 

about the legacy and memory of the Civil War. 

http://www.mshumanities.org/index.php/grants


 

 

 

For more information about this and other grant-funded programs, visit the MHC website at 

mshumanities.org. 

 

MHC Board Chair is Millsaps College Alumnus of the Year 

 

Andy Mullins of Oxford is the 2014 Millsaps College 

Alumnus of the Year. He received the honor during an 

awards ceremony on Oct. 24 that was part of Millsaps 

College Homecoming activities. Mullins has served as 

special assistant and advisor to two Mississippi 

governors, three state superintendents of education 

and three University of Mississippi chancellors. He 

currently chairs the Millsaps College Board of Visitors, 

which builds upon years of work by alumni and the 

Millsaps College Office of Institutional Advancement. 

 

A 1966 graduate of Nuxubee County High School in 

Macon, Mullins earned a B.A. in history from Millsaps College in 1970. He went on to earn a M.Ed. in 

history from Mississippi College in 1976 and a Ph.D. in higher education administration from the 

University of Mississippi in 1992. He is chair of the Mississippi Humanities Council and has served as a 

board member since 2002. He is a former chairman of the Millsaps College Arts & Lecture Series and has 

served on numerous boards including the Center for Ministry at Millsaps College, the Southern Regional 

Education Board, the Barksdale Reading Institute and the University of Mississippi William Winter Institute 

on Racial Reconciliation. 

 

Read the full story here. 

 

MHC Speakers Bureau: Forgotten Soldiers, the Cakewalk and Mississippi Modernists 

 

The Mississippi Humanities Council Speaker’s Bureau continues to expand, with 

new topics this month from Civil War scholar Shelby Harriel (Forbidden, Hidden, 

and Forgotten: Women Soldiers of the Civil War); storyteller Barbara Jones Clark 

(The Cakewalk, First Steps: How to Learn and Tell a Story, Meet Dr. Ossian Sweet 

and Savoring African American History through Stories and Poetry) and 

architectural historian Jennifer Baughn (Separate but Equal?: African American 

Schools in Mississippi, Mississippi Modernists and Mississippi’s New Capitol). 

 

The Speaker’s Bureau features the state’s finest historians, writers and storytellers 

speaking on a wide variety of subjects related to Mississippi and beyond. The MHC 

selects speakers based on their credentials and the quality of their program and 

pays them an honorarium for presenting to nonprofit groups around the state. Any 

nonprofit organization within the state of Mississippi may apply to host a 

Speaker’s Bureau member. Application forms are available on the MHC website. 

 

 

 

http://hottytoddy.com/2014/10/31/andy-mullins-of-oxford-named-millsaps-college-alumnus-of-the-year/
http://www.mshumanities.com/index.php/programs/speakers_bureau


 

 

Site Selections Begin for 2015 Family Literacy Programs 

 

As of the end of October the MHC has now 

completed its first two programs utilizing the 

Louisiana Endowment for the Humanities’ PRIME 

TIME FAMILY READING TIME program. Using 

Prime Time trained participants, exciting 

programs were presented at the Lynn Meadows 

Cultural Center in Gulfport and the Mary C. 

O’Keefe Cultural Center in Ocean Springs. As 

stated by MHC council member and veteran 

educator, Kathryn Lewis, “Prime Time is the 

perfect recipe for success: great literature, 

engaged children accompanied by proactive 

parents/adult partners, talented storytellers and 

(the icing on the cake) thought-provoking 

questions and conversation lead by a trained 

discussion leader. Put this all together, with the support of local organizations and the leadership of the 

MS Humanities Council, and you have a well-balanced evening of sharing, caring and learning! Yum!” Site 

selections are currently under way for four more Prime Time programs in Mississippi during 2015, with 

partial financial support from a grant from Shell Oil via the LEH. 

 

Next Traveling Smithsonian Exhibit Celebrates ‘Hometown Teams’ 

 

With “The Way We Worked” exhibit now officially wrapped up, MHC is beginning preparations for 

“Hometown Teams,” scheduled to open in Mississippi in March 2016. To this end, MHC’s statewide exhibit 

tour coordinator David Morgan and exhibit scholar Dr. Charles Ross, attended the national training 

workshop in Philadelphia, PA, in late October. Dr. Ross is currently a professor of history at the University 

of Mississippi, director of the African-American Studies program, and author of a soon-to-be published 

book on African Americans and professional football. A call for proposals for the exhibit will be 

announced early in 2015, with six sites then selected and a statewide orientation workshop held by year’s 

end. Stay tuned for additional details in the coming months. 

 

Oral History Radio Program Recalls Mississippi’s Many Stories 

 

Take five…tune in…and be reminded why you love being a Mississippian! 

 

The Mississippi Humanities Council, in partnership with the University of Southern Mississippi Center for 

Oral History and Mississippi Public Broadcasting presents: MISSISSIPPI MOMENTS. Tune in to MPB (Think) 

Radio at 12:30 pm every Tuesday and Thursday for a brief look at Mississippi history, through voices of 

Mississippians collected by the Mississippi Oral History Program. Recent broadcasts have included 

segments as varied as Lou Mallory: Country Folks Can Survive, Lt. Governor Evelyn Gandy: A Life of Public 

and Ray Guy: Hall of Fame Punter. 

 

The Mississippi Oral History Program is funded by the Mississippi Legislature, through a grant to the 

Mississippi Department of Archives and History, administered by the Mississippi Humanities Council and 

MHC’s David Morgan with Susan McClamroch, 

executive director of the Mary C. O'Keefe Cultural 

Center of Arts & Education in Ocean Springs, which 

recently hosted a family reading series. 

 



 

 

conducted by the Center for Oral History. MISSISSIPPI MOMENTS is funded by the Mississippi Humanities 

Council through the National Endowment for the Humanities. 

 

The MISSISSIPPI MOMENTS Podcast can be accessed through the MHC website as well as iTunes. Or simply 

“Like” it on Facebook. 

 

‘Facebook Fan’ Contest Update 

 

At last count, Mississippi was ranked 7th in the nationwide challenge to see 

which state’s humanities council can get the most new followers. MHC’s 

Facebook likes have increased nearly ten percent since the challenge began. 

Our goal is to beat Maine, who is currently ranked first with a 29 percent 

increase, and with new MHC Facebook page likes every day, our goals are 

getting closer and closer! Thanks for all your help and keep spreading the 

word to like us on Facebook! Click on this link to get to our Facebook page. 

 

Humanities Calendar Offers Impressive Array of Public Programs 

 

The Mississippi Humanities Council website calendar showcases a stellar array of public humanities 

programs taking place throughout the state this fall. Highlights include: 

 

 Fruitvale Station to Premiere in Mississippi – Dec. 6, Alamo Theater, 333 North Farish Street, 

Jackson — 2 pm 

 Words We Live By: Winnie the Pooh—A Christmas Tail – Dec. 12-14, Lynn Meadows Discovery 

Center, 246 Dolan Ave, Gulfport — various times 

 Unburied Treasures: Clarence John Laughlin – Dec. 16, Trustmark Grand Hall, Mississippi Museum 

of Art, Jackson — 5:30 p.m. 

 The Power of Place: Eudora Welty – Jan. 3, Judge George W. Armstrong Public Library, 220 South 

Commerce Street, Natchez ‐ 2:00 p.m. 

 Ohr-O’Keefe to Host Paintings by Margaret Rose Vendryes – Jan. 17, Ohr-O'Keefe Museum of Art, 

386 Beach Boulevard, Biloxi — TBA 

 

For more events and details, please visit our website calendar. 

 

Changes Announced in MHC Grants Programs, Forms 

 

The Mississippi Humanities Council’s grants program has undergone several changes. While the types of 

projects the Council funds remains unchanged, new forms and application requirements are being 

introduced. Key changes include: 

 

 Proposals may now be submitted via email as PDF files. 

 Proposals must be emailed or delivered to the MHC office (in person or via the mail) by 5 p.m. on 

deadline dates. The Council will no longer accept applications postmarked by the published 

deadline dates. 

 Deadlines for Regular Grants will now be May 1 and Sept. 15 (formerly, the deadlines were April 

15 and Sept. 15). 

https://www.facebook.com/mississippi.humanities
http://www.mshumanities.org/index.php/events
http://www.mshumanities.org/index.php/events
http://www.mshumanities.org/index.php/grants
https://www.facebook.com/mississippi.humanities?ref=aymt_homepage_panel


 

 

 Applicants must consult with MHC’s executive director or assistant director regarding project 

viability before submitting an application. 

 

Applications should always be made on forms downloaded from the MHC website, since the forms are 

updated periodically.  

 

The MHC grants program seek to fund projects that stimulate meaningful community dialogue, attract 

diverse audiences, are participatory and engaging and apply the humanities to our everyday lives. Grants 

may be used to support public humanities programs, exhibits, the planning of larger projects, and the 

development of original productions in film, television, radio or online resources. The MHC also offers 

special grants to support oral history projects around the state. 

 

MHC Welcomes Your Support 

Mississippi Humanities Council programs are engaging, inspiring and free of charge. Your gift makes a big 

difference to our mission of cultivating an understanding of our history and culture throughout the state. 

You help us enrich peoples’ lives through programs incorporating history, literature, music, politics, 

philosophy and other humanities-based disciplines that illuminate the human condition. Thanks to your 

support, we are able to serve all Mississippians: all ages, all geographic areas of the state, all walks of life. 

 

A small gift of $25 will purchase two books for children participating in the Mississippi Humanities 

Council’s Family Literacy Project. 

A larger gift of $250 will fund a lecture in a school classroom, local library or civic club, by a member of 

the Mississippi Humanities Council Speakers Bureau. 

A $2,500 contribution will underwrite a six-week reading and discussion series in the Mississippi 

Humanities Council’s Family Literacy Project. 

A gift of any amount can support any one of our ongoing programs: 

 

 Oral History Projects 

 Smithsonian Exhibits 

 Public Humanities Awards 

 

To donate online, visit our website. Or call 601-432-6752. 

 
 

Disclaimer 

The MHC is supported by Congress through the National Endowment for the Humanities (NEH) and by the generosity of 

individual donors. The MHC does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, national origin, sex, disability or age. Any views, 

findings, conclusions or recommendations expressed in this publication do not necessarily represent those of the NEH. 
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