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Director’s Message: The Humanities Shed Light on the Human Experience 

 

The first half of September has been a crazy time for me. In addition to 

my trips to Cleveland, Itta Bena, Greenwood and Meridian to develop 

future Humanities Council programs, my family was busy getting ready 

for our oldest daughter Ella’s Bat Mitzvah. In the Jewish tradition, the Bat 

Mitzvah symbolizes a young person’s transition to adulthood. In practice, 

it means my daughter led religious services at our synagogue and read 

from the Torah (first five books of the Old Testament) in Hebrew. For me, 

it meant entertaining a large contingent of family and friends from my 

native Texas, many of whom have never been to Mississippi before. 

 

As the author of the entry for “bar and bat mitzvah” in the New 

Encyclopedia of Southern Culture (volume 14, pp. 253-254 for those of 

you scoring at home), I can think about the subject from an academic remove, but scholarly objectivity is 

much harder when it’s your own daughter. 

Ella was tasked with not only reading a 

passage from the Book of Deuteronomy in 

the original Hebrew (the kind without 

vowels), but also explaining its meaning. 

 

Her portion related to the blessings God promises his followers and the curses he threatens for those who 

disobey his laws. It’s tough stuff for a 12-year-old, and she struggled initially to find a relevance to her 

life today. We talked about actions and consequences and how they don’t always seem to align in real life. 

We discussed one of our state’s most notorious instances of injustice, the murders of James Chaney, 

Andrew Goodman and Michael Schwerner, and how many of the people responsible for the crime were 

never brought to justice. Most served only a short sentence for federal civil rights violations. No one has 
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ever been convicted of murder for the crimes. Ella used this example in her speech to help explore the 

meaning of her Torah portion. 

 

Thus, it was the humanities that gave her a way into the text. By looking at an example from her own 

state’s recent history, Ella was able to better understand a religious text that is over 2,600 years old. 

Indeed, the humanities can shed light on virtually every aspect of the human experience. Our mission at 

the MHC is to help bring the humanities and the insights it can provide to diverse audiences in every 

corner of our state. 

 

This idea underlies one of our most popular programs: the MHC Speaker’s Bureau. Over the past few 

months, we’ve made an effort to update our Speaker’s Bureau, adding several new talks by humanities 

scholars that explore various aspects of our history and culture. For example, Dr. James Giesen from 

Mississippi State has a wonderful presentation about the history of the boll weevil and another about the 

changing image of the farmer in American popular culture, using song lyrics, music video images, and 

even chain restaurant billboards to make his points. Dr. Max Grivno from the University of Southern 

Mississippi has informative lectures about the history of slavery and the experiences of black 

Mississippians during the Civil War. Dr. Robert Luckett from Jackson State, last year’s MHC Scholar of the 

Year, has added new lectures about racial segregation and the civil rights movement in Mississippi. Stay 

tuned for more new presentations in the months ahead. 

 

We have almost 200 different lectures by 90 different scholars in our Speaker’s Bureau, and it couldn’t be 

easier to bring one of them to your community: contact the scholar, fill out a simple two-page form, and 

submit a short evaluation form after the program. The MHC vets the speakers and takes care of their 

honorarium and travel expenses. 

 

I don’t think Ella’s bat mitzvah speech qualifies her for our Speaker’s Bureau, but if you want to hear about 

Jews in Mississippi, I’m your man – I’ve been a proud member of the MHC Speaker’s Bureau since 2002! 

You can learn more about the program, and even how to apply to join the bureau as a scholar by clicking 

here. 

 

 

 

Mississippi Humanities Council Celebrates Humanities Educators 

 

Each year, the Mississippi Humanities Council honors outstanding humanities instructors from each of the 

state’s universities and colleges through its Humanities Teachers Awards. These awards serve 

simultaneously to celebrate Mississippi’s humanities 

teachers and to promote the continued interest in the 

humanities throughout the state. 

 

At the beginning of each school year in August, the 

Humanities Council encourages each college and 

university to select a humanities instructor whom they 

believe has shown outstanding dedication to teaching a 

humanities subject. Only the president or academic 

dean may make the selection, and teachers cannot be 

awarded more than once in any five-year period. As part of the award, each teacher receives an 
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honorarium from the Humanities Council and must agree to give a lecture on research associated with a 

humanities subject in October or November of that year. 

 

This Mississippi Humanities Teachers Awards are chosen in conjunction with National Arts and Humanities 

Month, celebrated annually in October. Established in 1993, National Arts and Humanities Month seeks to 

create a national focus on the arts and humanities, as well as to encourage wider interest and participation 

in both fields. Through the Humanities Teachers Awards, the Humanities Council seeks to adhere to the 

goals of National Arts and Humanities Month by promoting the continued knowledge of the humanities 

and celebrating the teachers who help to spread this knowledge in the classroom. 

 

In addition to their honorarium, the awards recipients will also be honored at the Humanities Council’s 

annual Awards Dinner in February 2015. The Awards Dinner serves as a way to formally acknowledge and 

thank each of the awardees for their dedication to the humanities. 

 

The lectures given by the Humanities Teachers Awards recipients will take place during the months of 

October and November 2014. These lectures will be free and the public is highly encouraged to attend. 

For more information, please contact the Mississippi Humanities Council at 601-432-6752. 

 

Next MHC Grant Deadline October 15, 2014 

 

Oct. 15, 2014, is the deadline for MHC minigrant proposals for amounts up to $2,000. Application 

guidelines and forms are available on the MHC website. Minigrant deadlines are Jan. 15, April 15, July 15 

and Oct. 15 each year. Proposals must be emailed or delivered to the MHC offices by 5:00 p.m. on these 

dates. Programs and expenditures may not occur fewer than eight weeks after the deadline date you 

selected. 

 

Please note that several updates have been made to the Mississippi Humanities Council Grant Guidelines 

and to the grant application forms. It is essential that applicants use current forms, available on the MHC 

website. 

 

Teddy Roosevelt Comes to Mississippi 

 

With a grant from the Mississippi Humanities Council, the Library of 

Hattiesburg Petal & Forrest County is leading an exploration of one 

of the most important figures in American history, Theodore 

Roosevelt. During October and November, the Library will look at 

the impact of Roosevelt both in his lifetime and the ongoing effect 

of his life on American history, using a range of public programs 

using books, discussion, scholarly presentations and historical 

reconstruction 

 

Events will include book discussions using the Pulitzer Prize winning 

book The Bully Pulpit: Theodore Roosevelt, William Howard Taft and 

the Golden Age of Journalism (copies are available for check-out at 

the Hattiesburg Public Library); a lunch program by Mississippi 

Humanities Council Speakers Bureau member Minor Buchanan about 

Holt Collier, a noted African-American bear hunter and sportsman 
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who served as a hunting guide for Roosevelt when he visited Mississippi in 1902; a public lecture by 

historian James Walsh on Roosevelt's place in American history; and a historical re-enactment of 

Roosevelt. 

 

Roosevelt … our youngest president … the hero of San Juan Hill … the trust-buster … father of the 

National Park System … inspiration for the Teddy Bear … guiding Force behind the Panama Canal. He may 

be the most intriguing man to occupy the White House.  Join the Hattiesburg Library in an exploration of 

the life and legend of the 26th president. Events will conclude Nov. 11 with a visit by Teddy himself (in the 

person of historical re-enactor Joe Wiegand). For more information, please visit the MHC website calendar. 

 

Humanities Calendar Offers Impressive Array of Public Programs 

 

The Mississippi Humanities Council website calendar showcases a 

stellar array of public humanities programs taking place throughout 

the state this fall. Highlights include: 

 

 Delta State to Explore Chinese Heritage in the Delta — through 

Dec. 4 

 Philosophical Fridays Return to USM — beginning Sept. 26 

 Rhythm This and Melody That (storytelling workshop) — Sept. 

27 

 Gulfport Remembers 33rd Avenue High School — Sept. 27 

 Clinton Commemorates Natchez Trace — Sept. 27 

 DSU Hosts Civil War Sesquicentennial Series — beginning Sept. 

30 

 Culinary Communities — beginning Oct. 1 

 

For more events and details, please visit our website calendar. 

 

 

Changes Announced in MHC Grants Programs, Forms 

 

The Mississippi Humanities Council’s grants program has undergone several changes. While the types of 

projects the Council funds remains unchanged, new forms and application requirements are being 

introduced. Key changes include: 

 

 Proposals may now be submitted via email as PDF files. 

 Proposals must be emailed or delivered to the MHC office (in person or via the mail) by 5 p.m. on 

deadline dates. The Council will no longer accept applications postmarked by the published 

deadline dates. 

 Deadlines for Regular Grants will now be May 1 and Sept. 15 (formerly, the deadlines were April 

15 and Sept. 15). 

 Applicants must consult with MHC’s executive director or assistant director regarding project 

viability before submitting an application. 

 

Applications should always be made on forms downloaded from the MHC website, since the forms are 

updated periodically.  

USM speaker series bridges 

academic and community 

understandings of food, the 

environment and sustainability. 
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The MHC grants program seek to fund projects that stimulate meaningful community dialogue, attract 

diverse audiences, are participatory and engaging and apply the humanities to our everyday lives. Grants 

may be used to support public humanities programs, exhibits, the planning of larger projects, and the 

development of original productions in film, television, radio or online resources. The MHC also offers 

special grants to support oral history projects around the state. 

 

MHC Welcomes Your Support 

Mississippi Humanities Council programs are engaging, inspiring and free of charge. Your gift makes a big 

difference to our mission of cultivating an understanding of our history and culture throughout the state. 

You help us enrich peoples’ lives through programs incorporating history, literature, music, politics, 

philosophy and other humanities-based disciplines that illuminate the human condition. Thanks to your 

support, we are able to serve all Mississippians: all ages, all geographic areas of the state, all walks of life. 

 

A small gift of $25 will purchase two books for children participating in the Mississippi Humanities 

Council’s Family Literacy Project. 

A larger gift of $250 will fund a lecture in a school classroom, local library or civic club, by a member of 

the Mississippi Humanities Council Speakers Bureau. 

A $2,500 contribution will underwrite a six-week reading and discussion series in the Mississippi 

Humanities Council’s Family Literacy Project. 

A gift of any amount can support any one of our ongoing programs: 

 

 Oral History Projects 

 Smithsonian Exhibits 

 Public Humanities Awards 

 

To donate online, visit our website. Or call 601-432-6752. 

 

 
 

Disclaimer 

The MHC is supported by Congress through the National Endowment for the Humanities (NEH) and by the generosity of 

individual donors. The MHC does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, national origin, sex, disability or age. Any views, 

findings, conclusions or recommendations expressed in this publication do not necessarily represent those of the NEH. 
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