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· What is the difference between Mississippi Stories Grants and Minigrants?
a) Mississippi Stories Grants are up to $5,000 of state-funded money to support community projects to collect and share first-hand accounts of the lives, histories, and experiences of Mississippians. Minigrants are up to $2,500 of federally funded money that can support a wider range of public humanities programs, exhibits, the planning of larger projects, and the development of original productions in film, television, radio, podcasts, or online resources.

· Where is the funding for the Mississippi Stories Grants coming from? 
a) MHC has offered oral history grants with funds from the Mississippi Legislature, through the Mississippi Department of Archives and History for many years. With the approval of the MDAH, we are expanding our oral history grant program to invite a broader range of projects. Rebranded as “Mississippi Stories Grants,” these state-funded grants allow MHC to continue helping Mississippi organizations preserve and share our important stories as we wait for our full federal funding to be restored by the National Endowment for the Humanities.

· Can I partner/collaborate with other organizations on the same grant?
a) Absolutely! Collaborating with other organizations in your community is encouraged.

· Does an applicant organization need to have 501c3 status?  
a) It is not necessary that such organizations or groups be incorporated or have tax-exempt status, but organizations or groups that apply for grants from MHC must be constituted for nonprofit purposes, and MHC does not award grants to for-profit 

· Does an applicant organization need to have a Unique Entity ID (UEI)?   
a) Unlike MHC Minigrants, Mississippi Stories Grants are state-funded and therefore don’t require a Unique Entity ID (UEI). Please leave that section of your grant proposal blank. 

· Does the nonprofit need to be based in Mississippi?
a) Preferably, but there may be exceptions we can consider. All projects must reach and benefit Mississippians. Please contact MHC with your specific project.  

· As a professor, am I able to apply for a MHC grant? 	
a) Individuals may not apply, but your university department may apply with you as the Project Director. 



· Could a Mississippi Stories Grant cover a graduate assistant stipend?
a) If the position already has a built-in stipend, no. However, if the grant is to pay a grad student an additional consulting fee for work specific to the project that is not part of their assigned duties as an employee, yes.  

· Can the Mississippi Stories Grant cover works of historic fiction or dramatizations? 
a) No, by “Mississippi stories,” we mean personal narratives grounded in first-hand testimony and individual perspective, rather than interpretations or retellings of someone else’s experiences or history. This new grant program only supports community projects collecting and sharing first-hand accounts of the lives, histories, and experiences of Mississippians. 

· Can Mississippi Stories Grants fund art, fiction, dance, music, or theatre to tell real stories?
a) No, MHC grant money is specifically for voice/video recordings of personal narratives grounded in first-hand testimony and individual perspective, rather than interpretations or retellings of someone else’s experiences or history. However, the Mississippi Arts Commission might be able to fund those types of projects and could potentially be a better fit for your organization.

·  Could grant funds be used to purchase equipment? 
a) Equipment should be included as part of your “supplies budget.” Purchases should be specific and limited to the proposed project. 

· Do I have to finish the application in one sitting?  
a) If you aren’t finished with your application, you can save your work in the application portal. You will receive an email from “Stuart Rockoff via Formstack” at noreply@formstack.com with a link to continue working on your application.

· If funded, when will I receive the money?
a) Upon receipt of a signed regranting agreement, MHC will disburse 90% of the funds awarded. The remaining 10% will be disbursed upon receipt of final reporting documents.

· If awarded, what is the project completion date deadline?
a) MHC suggests 2-4 weeks from the time your program ends, but applicants will determine their own grant period ending date.  After the grant period ends, you will have an additional 90 days to complete reporting to MHC. 



· How often can I reapply if my application was initially turned down? 
a) If your grant was declined and you want to reapply, please contact MHC staff on how to make your next application more appealing to the grant committee. 

· Can I receive more than one MHC grant a year? 
a) Although there is no written prohibition on applying for more than one grant in a year, a typical grant period is 6-12 months, limiting most organizations to one grant per year to apply, complete, and report on their project. Additionally, in the interest of distributing MHC’s small amount of money across the state, multiple proposals from the same organization are less competitive. 

· What are the roles of the fiscal agent and project director in submitting the final report? 
a) It is the Project Director’s responsibility to complete and submit all parts of the final report, including the financial details. To do so, they will need to work with the fiscal agent, who will maintain financial records and make them available for audit for up to three years from the end of the project date. 
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